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The Vietnam-Era Veteran Enters College 
David E. Drew and John A. Creager 
During the past few years, new kinds of students have been 
entering our colleges and universities. No longer can the upper-
middle class white male, who moves smoothly from a college pre-
paratory program in high school directly into college, be regarded 
as the "typical" student. Among the various groups of nontraditional 
students that make for greater heterogeneity within the college 
population are those from racial or ethnic minorities, those from 
lower socioeconomic backgrounds, those whose academic ability or 
high school preparation is relatively poor (as judged by convention-
al criteria) and those who are older than the average undergraduate. 
One subgroup of this last category consists of those whose college 
education was delayed or interrupted by military service during the 
Vietnam era, whether they actually served in Southeast Asia or not. 
It is generally recognized that such students may benefit from 
college at least as much as the "typical" student. 
In response to the challenges presented by these new kinds of 
students, a number of what are thought to be exciting innovations--
e.g., open admissions, examination for credit, external degrees--
have been introduced, many of them directed at older students, such 
as veterans, whose special needs stem in large part from their lack 
of an earlier opportunity to attend college. 
Certainly higher education needs creative approaches for 
dealing with such problems. All too often, however, the academic 
community enthusiastically endorses new ideas without carefully 
considering their implications. This enthusiasm is frequently 
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accompanied by a failure to recognize that the idea may not really be 
all that new. Thus, educational theorists have a tendency to reinvent 
the wheel with great fanfare. So it is with some of the "innovations" 
relating to nontraditional students. For instance, many advocates 
of the open university tend to ignore the impressive work which the 
university extension systems have been doing for decades. Similarly, 
the far-reaching effects of a major social experiment--the World War 
II GI Bill--are often overlooked. 
Following World War II, large numbers of ex-servicemen--by defini-
tion older than the average undergraduate--pursued a college education 
at a cost to the Federal government of millions of dollars. But 
despite this vast sum, and the massive number of students involved, 
little was done in the way of solid empirical research on the perfor-
mance and experience of these ex-servicemen. One striking exception 
is the well-known study by Frederickson and Shrader (1952), whose 
sample of colleges was, unfortunately, limited to 16. 
Each of the two Asian wars since World War II was followed by 
a new G.I. Bill. Early assessments indicated that the proportion 
of Vietnam-era veterans who took advantage of this legislation was 
much smaller than the proportion of World War II veterans who made 
use of the original GI Bill. The standard explanation for this 
lower rate was that, in contrast to the typical middle-class service-
man of World War II, the Vietnam-era veteran was much more likely 
to be from a disadvantaged social background and thus less likely 
to be college-oriented. To compensate for this, a number of 
Federal, state, local, and civic groups were mobilized to inform 
the returning veteran about new educational benefits available 
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through the most recent legislation. Perhaps as a result of these 
programs (and the new, more generous law), it is now the case that 
'~ietnam-era veterans are making greater use of their educational 
benefits under the GI Bill than did the veterans of World War II 
and the Korean Conflict" (ACE, RENA, 1972, p. 4). This article 
noted a study by the Veterans Administration which found that 
Vietnem-era veterans are going to college at the rate of 21.9 
percent compared with 20.1 percent for the Korean Conflict veterans 
and 13.8 percent for those who served in World War II. 
Unfortunately, as before, there has been virtually no large-
scale empirical research about the Vietnam-era veteran in college. 
The need for such data has been recognized for some time. Frank 
Newman, Director of a key HEW task force on higher education, has 
commented in Senate hearings: 
There is no study that we have been able to find that 
supports [the] fact [that] returning GI students are 
better students. Every person I have ever talked to 
believes it. One of the interesting things is we have 
never studied it ••• (u.s. Senate, 1971, p. 2464) 
A review, "Veterans in College" by Brent Breedin of the ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Higher Education notes that "there appears to be 
little research on the Vietnam veteran's performance in the class-
room." 
Any useful research on veterans as college students should start 
by contrasting the characteristics of such students with those of 
other students as they enter college. This report has that 
goal and draws upon the data base developed for longitudinal re-
search purposes by the Cooperative Institutional Research Program 
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of the American Council on Education. Thus, statistics presented 
in this report are derived from a large national sample of both 
veterans and nonveterans. 
The Cooperative Institutional Research Program 
Each fall since 1966, when the Cooperative Institutional Re-
search Program was launched, approximately a quarter of a million 
first-time, full-time freshmen have completed questionnaires designed 
to elicit a wide range of biographical and demographic data, as well 
as information on high school activities and behaviors, educational 
aspirations, career plans, financial arrangements, and current atti-
tudes. These data provide input to the Council's longitudinal re-
search base, further developed through followup questionnaires sent 
periodically to subsamples of each entering cohort. 
This framework makes possible both descriptive profiles and 
longitudinal studies of undergraduate development. Through the use 
of weighting procedures (Creager, 1968), the results of both types of 
studies may be generalized to estimates of national parameters of 
higher education. 
National normative reports have been produced on entering 
freshmen (e.g., ACE, Staff of the Office of Research, 1971) and 
at subsequent intervals in the college experience (Bayer, Drew, 
Astin, Boruch, and Creager, 1970) as well as with respect to spe-
cific subgroups of students (e.g., Drew, 1970; Bayer, 1972). 
Analytical studies have been conducted on such topics as theories 
of undergraduate aspirations (Drew and Astin, 1972). An 
accessing system makes these data available to social and educa-
------ -
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tional researchers (Bayer, Astin, Boruch, and Creager, 1969); 
concurrently, steps have been taken to assure the confidentiality of 
the information provided by questionnaire respondents (Astin and 
Boruch, 1970). 
A more extensive and detailed description of the various 
projects growing out of the ACE Cooperative Institutional Research 
Program can be found in The ACE Office of Research: Its Purposes and 
Activities (1972). 
The Student Information Form 
The Student Information Form (SIF), a four-page document contain-
ing a series of objective items, is typically administered to fresh-
men after they have matriculated but before they have experienced 
college: i.e., during the orientation period. Many items on the SIF 
remain unchanged from year to year so that trends among entering 
freshmen over time can be traced and analyzed; in addition, items 
are added to and dropped from the questionnaire each year. One such 
item, introduced in the fall of 1970, asked the entering freshman to 
indicate whether he had served in the armed forces. In 1971, this 
"veteran-status" item was modified slightly as follows: 
Are you a Veteran? (Mark one) 
0 No 
0 Yes, I served in Southeast Asia 
0 Yes, but I did not serve in Southeast Asia. 
A copy of the complete form used in 1971 is attached as Appendix 
A. The questionnaire was constructed so that the responses could be 
recognized by optical scanning equipment and converted into a data 
tape for subsequent computer analysis. Because of their inclusion 
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on questionnaires from prior years, most of the items have been 
extensively pretested. 
Sampling and Weighting 
This report is based on responses to the SIF of the most recent 
cohort of entering freshmen on whom data are available: those enrolled 
as first-time, full-time freshmen in the fall of 1971. Although 
details of that survey have been reported in the published national 
norms for 1971 entering freshmen (ACE, Staff of the Office of Research, 
1971), a few highlights are relevant to the present study. The 
population base consisted of 2,543 institutions listed in the Education 
Directory (USOE, 1970), which have freshman classes of at least 30 
and which do not require undergraduate credits for admission. The 
student population consisted of the first-time, full-time students 
entering those institutions. Of 487 institutions participating in 
the 1971 survey, 326 provided data that met the quality-control re-
quirements for inclusion in the national norms. The stratification 
and participation of these institutions are summarized in Table 1. 
The present study compares the percentages of students in each 
of the subgroups of the normative sample (as defined by their responses 
to the veteran status item described earlier) giving responses to 
various categories of each item. Although some veterans are women, 
their numbers are too small to provide stable and meaningful norma-
tive data. It was decided, therefore, to limit this study to the 
responses of male students in the normative sample. 
Ideally, the weighting factors for the veterans and the non-
veterans subsamples should be recomputed, but such a procedure was not 
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possible because the relevant population parameters--such as the 
numbers of veterans enrolled in all institutions in each stratifica-
tion cell and the proportion of veterans in each sample institution 
completing the Student Information Form--are unknown. It is therefore 
necessary to use the general survey weighting factors and specify the 
possible biases thus entailed. These considerations apply not only to 
specialized norms for the veterans subsample of the general freshman 
survey but also to norms for any specialized subsample, (e.g., black 
students, Jewish students). 
The weighting of freshman data consists of the product of two 
factors, a weight among colleges and a weight within colleges. The 
among-college weight is the ratio of the first-time, full-time fresh-
man enrollments cumulated for the population colleges in the relevant 
stratification cell to those enrollments for the sample colleges. The 
purpose of this weight is to render item counts (and derived statis-
tics) in the sample reasonably representative of the population of 
freshmen entering the population of colleges and universities. The 
use of this weight for the veterans subsample assumes that variations 
among the sample institutions in the proportion of veterans average 
out to be the same as the proportion of veterans in the population 
institutions within each cell of the stratification design. Not only 
does this assumption appear to be plausible, but also the averaging 
process is carried further when weighted counts are pooled across 
stratification cells to form aggregate counts in the reported norma-
tive groups. The cell weights are computed separately for each sex 
in the total survey sample and need not be recomputed for exclusion 
of female students and all-female institutions in the present study. 
These weights for male students are shown in Table 1. 
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The second, or within-college, weight is the ratio of the enroll-
ment of freshmen entering a particular sample institution to the number 
of freshmen in that institution who completed the SIF. As indicated 
above, quality-control procedures are used to judge whether data 
from a given institution are admissible into the normative sample. 
The use of this weight on the veterans subsample assumes that veterans 
within a sample institution complete the Student Information Form in 
the same proportion as nonveterans. The quality controls also indi-
rectly constrain the degree to which this assumption is likely to be 
seriously violated. Nevertheless, it is possible for the two ratios 
to be somewhat different. This second type of weight is also computed 
separately for each sex and does not have to be recomputed for the 
exclusion of female students. The actual weight applied to each stu-
dent's responses is the product of these two weights. 
Distribution of Veterans by Institutional Type in 1971 
The total number of participants in the 1971 entering freshman 
sample was 171,509. The sampling and weighting procedures made 
possible estimates of the national distribution of responses for a 
weighted total population of 1,634,154 entering freshmen, of whom 54 
percent were men. Table 2 presents information on the number of 
participants and the weighted population estimates for both the vet-
erans group and the comparison group of nonveterans. These data are 
presented separately for all institutions, and for two-year colleges, 
four-year colleges, and universities. 
Table 3 (abstracted from the 1971 national norms) shows the 
percentages of each of three normative groups--nonveterans, veterans 
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who served in Southeast Asia, and veterans who did not serve in 
Southeast Asia--entering the various institutional types. 
Of those men entering college, about 5 percent were veterans; 
2.7 percent had served in Southeast Asia, and 2.3 percent had not. 
The fluctuations within types of institutions are interesting. For 
example, 8.1 percent of the men entering two-year colleges were 
veterans, as opposed to 1.8 percent of the men entering universities. 
Because of very low base rates, normative tables were not prepared 
for the finer categories of institutions. 
As Breedin (1972) notes, the strong representation of veterans 
in public institutions is a phenomenon which began with the Korean 
War GI Bill. The World War II Bill, by allowing substantial tuition 
payments to the institution, had made it easier for veterans to attend 
private institutions (many of which, of course, have large tuitions). 
But because the government lost substantial revenues to entre-
preneurial educational establishments, the bill that followed the 
Korean War made changes in the funding provisions. From that point 
on, a flat amount per month has been allocated to the veteran, with 
no additional payment to the school. In consequence, ex-servicemen 
have tended to enroll in the less expensive public institutions. 
Recently, several institutions, e.g., in Illinois and Massachusetts, 
have even taken steps to waive tuition completely for veterans. 
The National Normative Profile of Veteran Students 
The major content of this report is the set of normative tables 
following this text. There are two groups of tables. In the first 
group, pp. 29 to pp. 36, the responses of veteran men are compared 
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with those of nonveteran men. All figures are national population 
estimates of entering freshmen. In the second group of tables, pp. 37 
to pp. 44, the responses of the two subgroups of veterans--those who 
served in Southeast Asia and those who did not--are compared. All 
statistics are given for three types of institutions--two-year col-
leges, four-year colleges, and universities--as well as for all 
institutions. 1 
Given the various logistical constraints on purely random 
participation in the original total survey and possible biases in 
weighting discussed above, the computation of sampling errors, or 
confidence limits, on the reported categorical response percentages 
is both difficult and tenuous. Some idea of the accuracy in the 
weighted estimates can be given in terms of the standard errors for 
each normative group, as these are computed for simple random 
sampling from an infinite population of students. These values, 
where the population parameter is assumed to be 50 percent, are shown 
in Table 4. 
For items where the response percentages deviate appreciably 
from 50 percent in either direction, the sampling errors are somewhat 
reduced. On most items of interest, e.g., the student's race, the 
response percentages do differ significantly from 50 percent. Thus, 
for example, the standard error for nonveterans in all institutions 
(based on the 50 percent population parameter) as shown in Table 4 
is .17. However, for the first race category, "white/Caucasian," the 
response percentage is 89 for which the standard error is reduced 
to .10. 
1
see Appendix B for items in which the original categories have 
been collapsed for reporting purposes. 
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The values in Table 4 are also reduced, but only slightly, when 
allowance is made for finite sampling and stratification, the latter 
being used to ensure some sampling in all sectors of higher education 
and to provide a basis in the weighting procedures for disproportion-
ate sampling of institutions. 
Since the normative groups in this report are statistically 
independent, comparing percentages between groups involves the 
standard error of the difference of the two percentages:-vfs~~-~-1--+--S-~-~-2-. 
Thus, differences between veterans and nonveterans in the "all ins d.-
tutions" comparison which exceed 2 percent can be considered signi-
ficant. In comparisons based on the finer breakouts larger differen-
ces are required to achieve significance. In the most extreme case--
Southeast Asia veterans versus non-Southeast Asia veterans in 
universities--the required difference could be as large as 10 percent. 
Some allowance should also be made for the unknown amounts of 
nonrandom sampling fluctuations for which, as noted earlier, the 
weighting procedures could not compensate. Thus, reported percentages 
which are just barely "significant" should still be interpreted with 
caution. 
Interpretation of Results 
In this section, we shall highlight some of the differences 
that emerge from examination of the national normative tables. 
Differences Between Veteran and Nonveteran Students 
Naturally, the veterans were older: whereas the modal age of 
nonveteran freshmen was 18, the modal age of the veterans was 22 to 25. 
Traditional measures of the socioeconomic status of college 
students include parents' income and education and fathers' occupation. 
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By all these measures, the veterans were clearly from more disadvan-
taged backgrounds. Both their fathers' and mothers' education tended 
to be less than that of the parents of other students; similarly, 
their parents had lower incomes. Among the specific findings with 
respect to father's occupation, a significantly lower percentage of 
veterans had fathers who were businessmen and a significantly higher 
percentage had fathers who were skilled, semiskilled, or unskilled 
workers. 
Veterans entering college were less likely to be white than were 
other students. The percentage of blacks among the veterans was 
higher than that among the nonveterans at all types of institutions, 
particularly the four-year colleges (where 13 percent of the veterans, 
compared with 8.6 percent of the nonveterans were black) and in the 
universities (6.2 percent of the veterans, as compared with 2.7 percent 
of the nonveterans). 
As to religious background, the veterans were more likely 
to be Protestant and less likely to be Jewish or "other" than 
were the nonveterans. 
While only 1.2 percent of the nonveterans were married at the time 
of entry to college, 38 percent of the veterans were married. This 
difference is undoubtedly a function of the veterans' being older. 
Veterans were significantly more likely than were other students 
to be going to an institution close to their homes. This tendency 
may simply indicate that they are more likely to regard their current 
residence as "home" than are typical freshmen, who are more likely to 
interpret the word as referring to their parents' residence. 
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Veterans generally had poorer academic records in high school 
than did nonveterans. Similarly, they were less likely to have record-
ed various secondary school achievements: in particular, being pres-
ident of a student organization, winning a varsity letter in sports, 
being editor of the school paper, having original writing published, 
belonging to the scholastic honor society, and winning National Meri~t 
Scholarship recognition. 
The educational aspirations of the veterans were lower. About 60 
percent of them planned, as freshmen, to go no further than the bacca-
laureate; the comparable figure for nonveterans was 48 percent. 
The veterans indicated less concern about financing their college 
education. Clearly, they expected to be aided greatly by GI Bill 
benefits resulting from their military service. Consequently, they 
were less likely to indicate loans, scholarships or grants, part-time 
or summer work or, of course, family aid as major sources of support. 
Veterans were more likely to plan to major in business or in the 
category "other fields: technical" and less likely to plan a preprofes-
sional major. These preferences were paralleled by their answers 
to the question on probable career. 
In response to an item asking why they decided to go to college 
in the first place, veterans were more likely to give as reasons: 
gaining a general education, becoming more cultured, improving their 
reading and study skills, and learning more about things that interest 
them. They were less likely to say that they had come to college 
because they wanted to meet new and interesting people or because 
their parents wanted them to go. 
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In selecting their particular college, veterans based their 
decision more often on its proximity to their homes or its special 
educational programs and less often on its reputation. 
The SIF included a number of items about attitudes toward poli-
tical and social matters and about matters directly pertaining to 
college life. Veterans were less likely to believe that the death 
penalty should be abolished and that an individual person can do 
little to change our society. 
On academic issues, veterans were more likely to support various 
forms of regulation of students by college officials, i.e., with 
respect to off-campus behavior, student publications, student protest, 
and banning campus speakers. Veterans were less likely to believe 
that faculty promotions should be based in part on student evaluation 
and that grades should be abolished. However, they were more likely 
to believe that everyone should be given an opportunity to go to 
college regardless of past performance or aptitude test scores and 
that open admissions should be adopted by all publicly-supported 
colleges. 
Each student was asked to indicate his current political pre-
ference, the alternatives being "far left," "liberal," "middle-of-the-
road," "conservative," and "far right." About 40 percent of each 
group considered themselves "middle-of-the-road." Of the remainder, 
more students in each group defined themselves as left of center than 
right of center by about a two-to-one margin. But veterans had a 
slightly greater tendency than did nonveterans to characterize 
themselves as conservative. Thus, 38.1 percent of the veterans defined 
themselves as far left or liberal, as compared with 40.4 percent of 
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the nonveterans. Similarly, 21.4 percent of the veterans defined 
themselves as conservative or far right, as compared with 15.9 percent 
of the nonveterans. 
Each student was asked to indicate the importance to him of a 
number of life goals; alternatives ranged from "essential" to "not 
important." The goals given higher priority by veterans than by 
nonveterans were raising a family and never being obligated to people. 
Those goals given relatively low priority by veterans included having 
an active social life, having friends different from themselves, 
being very well-off financially, and succeeding in their own businesses. 
Veterans consistently rated themselves lower than did nonveterans 
on a number of personal traits, including academic ability, athletic 
ability, mathematical ability, general popularity, popularity with the 
opposite sex, intellectual self-confidence, and writing ability. 
Exceptions to this pattern included defensiveness, drive to achieve, 
mechanical ability, and leadership ability, on which their self-ratings 
were higher than those of other students. 
The SIF asked students to indicate their expectations about their 
future college experiences. Some of these items (as with other parts 
of the questionnaire) were inappropriate for veterans. For example, 
one question asked for the student's "best guess" as to the likeli-
hood of his getting married while in college; since a large propor-
tion of veterans were already married when they entered college, no 
meaningful comparisons could emerge from their responses. On those 
items which did apply to veterans as well as nonveterans, differences 
emerged: More of the veterans planned to vote in the 1972 presidential 
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election, and fewer expected to change their major field or career 
choices, or to join social fraternities. They were more inclined 
than were nonveterans to anticipate poor academic performance (a 
prediction consistent with their high school history) and to feel they 
would need extra time to complete their degree requirements. More of 
them planned to work at an outside job while in college. In response 
to another related item, veterans were more likely to say that they 
would probably require special help in English and mathematics. Finally, 
more of the veterans expected to be satisfied with their college. 
The freshmen were asked to indicate which activities they had 
engaged in during the "past year in school." Approximately half of 
these items, e.g., "failed to complete a homework assignment on time," 
were inappropriate for the veterans since only 2.6 percent had grad-
uated from secondary school in 1971. Some veterans may, however, have 
been taking some part-time, postsecondary education in 1971; for them 
such an item would be meaningful. Of the remaining items, some are 
appropriate for the veterans as well as for the other students but 
would have a slightly different meaning, e.g., "studied in the library." 
That is, while veterans may have studied in the library, it is not the 
same situation as a high school student studying in the school library. 
Finally there are a number of items for which the meaning to veterans 
and to other students would be essentially the same, e.g., "took 
vitamins," "discussed politics," "discussed sports." 
Differences Between Veterans Who Did or Did 
Not Serve in Southeast Asia 
With a few, mostly minor, exceptions, the characteristics of 
veterans entering college did not appear to be related to whether the 
veteran had served in Southeast Asia or not. Whatever differences 
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exist are likely to be a function of specific criteria the Department 
of Defense used at various times in making personnel decisions. That 
length of prior service may be one such criterion is suggested by the 
difference in the age distribution of veterans entering college in 
1971. Nearly three-fourths of those who had served in Southeast Asia 
were in the 22 to 25 year-old age group when entering college in 1971, 
whereas only half of those serving elsewhere were in this age group. 
Veterans who had not served in Southeast Asia were likely to be 
somewhat more able academically than those who had, but manifested 
the full range of possible responses to items asking for high school 
grades, high school rank, self-ratings of academic ability, expected 
need for special tutoring or remedial work, and past activities such 
as reading poetry and discussing religion or politics. The non-
Southeast Asia veterans were more likely to check academic high school 
achievements but less likely to check achievements in sports; they 
were also more likely to have decided on a career. 
Veterans who served in Southeast Asia were considerably more 
likely (90 percent) than those who did not (74 percent) to depend on 
their military service benefits as a major source for financing college. 
Although the two groups cited essentially the same general reasons for 
going to college, non-Southeast Asia veterans more often indicated 
that they chose their particular college because of the educational 
programs it offered. The two groups differed little in their atti-
tudes, opinions and goals. The Southeast Asia veterans were more 
likely to attend colleges close to home and tended to agree more 
strongly with statements concerning opportunities to attend college. 
Generally, regardless of the item on which comparisons are made, the 
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Table 1 
1971 ACE Sample and Weights Used in Computing National Norms 
Stratification Cell 
for Sampling 
Public University 
Selectivity: 
1. Less than 550 
2. 550-599 
3. 600 or more 
Private Universit~ 
Select1.vity: 
4. Less than 550 
5. 550-599 
6. 600 or more 
4-Year Public Colle~e 
Selectiv1.ty: 
7. Less than 450 
8. 450-499 
9. 500 or more 
10. Unknown 
4-Year Private Nonsectarian 
Select1.vity: 
11. Less than 500 
12. 500-574 
13. 575-649 
14. 650 or more 
15. Unknown 
4-Year Catholic 
Selectivity: 
16. Less than 500 
17. 500-574 
18. 575 or more 
19. Unknown 
4-Year 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
2-Year 
Other Sectarian 
Select1.v1.ty: 
Less than 450 
450-499 
500-574 
575 or more 
Unknown 
Public 
Enrollment: 
Less than 500 25,26,27. 
28,29. 
2-Year 
500 or more 
Private 
Enrollment: 
30,31. Less than 250 
32. 250-499 
33. 500 or more 
Predominantly Black 
34. Public 4-year 
35. Private 4-year 
36. 2-year 
Number of Institutions 
Participants 
Popu- Used in 
lation Total Norms 
72 
31 
16 
18 
14 
35 
97 
66 
73 
87 
75 
38 
50 
45 
156 
62 
72 
39 
45 
56 
54 
73 
54 
95 
408 
378 
163 
50 
19 
36 
49 
17 
20 
10 
7 
8 
5 
18 
10 
13 
16 
12 
22 
11 
24 
26 
17 
17 
20 
16 
5 
15 
13 
26 
23 
6 
28 
36 
21 
9 
3 
16 
12 
2 
7 
5 
5 
6 
2 
7 
5 
9 
11 
6 
13 
8 
20 
20 
9 
16 
14 
12 
4 
10 
10 
22 
18 
5 
19 
18 
16 
6 
3 
9 
9 
2 
Cell Weights 
Applied to Data 
a Collected From Men 
8.9 
7.0 
3.1 
2.5 
6.9 
7.2 
19.2 
8.8 
6.2 
15.2 
5.1 
3.3 
2.6 
2.2 
11.2 
3.9 
3.5 
1.5 
19.1 
4.6 
6.2 
3.5 
2.5 
19.9 
17.0 
25.2 
10.3 
ll. 8 
4.6 
4.6 
6.5 
8.8 
aRatio between the number of 1970 first-time, full-time men enrolled in all 
colleges and the number of first-time, full-time men at colleges in the ACE sample. 
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I 
Norms Group 
All Institutions 
All Two-Year Colleges 
All Four-Year Colleges 
All Universities 
Two-Year Colleges: 
Public 
Private 
Four-Year Colleges: 
-22-
Table 3 
Percentages of 1971 Entering Freshmen Men 
By Veteran Status and Institutional Type 
Southeast Asia 
Nonveteran Veteran 
95.0 2.7 
91.9 4.5 
96.7 1.6 
98.2 .9 
91.6 4.6 
94.9 2.7 
Technical Institutions 96.7 .3 
Public 95.1 2.7 
Private Nonsectarian 98.3 .8 
Protestant 98.2 .9 
Catholic 98.7 • 9 
Universities: 
Public 97.8 1.2 
Private 99.5 .2 
Colleges for Men: 
Nonsectarian 99.6 .3 
Catholic 99.4 .3 
Coeducational Colleges: 
Nonsectarian 98.1 .9 
Catholic 98.4 1.1 
Predominantly Black Colleges 93.5 3.5 
East 95.2 2.3 
Midwest 93.7 3.3 
South 96.3 2.1 
West 95.4 2.9 
Non-Southeast 
Asia Veteran 
2.3 
3.6 
1.8 
.9 
3.7 
2.4 
3.0 
2.2 
.8 
.9 
.4 
1.0 
.3 
.2 
.2 
1.0 
.5 
3.0 
2.4 
3.0 
1.6 
1.7 
Norms Group 
All Institutions 
Two-Year Colleges 
Four-Year Colleges 
Universities 
-23-
Table 4 
Approximate Standard Errors of Item Response Percentages 
When Population Parameter is 50 Percent 
Southeast 
Asia Veterans 
1.33 
1. 91 
2.30 
3.19 
Standard Error 
Non-Southeast 
Asia Veterans All Veterans 
1.36 • 95 
2.14 1.42 
2.08 1.54 
3.37 2.32 
Nonveterans 
.17 
.41 
.23 
.29 
-24-
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1971 STUDENT INFORMATION FORM 
YOUR NAME--------------------------- 191543 (please print) First Middle or Maiden Last 
HOME STREET ADDRESS _____________________ ___ When were 
you born? [DOJOJ (print) 
CITY ____________ __ 
(print) 
STATE _______ ~~~~~-~ 
(print) Zip Code (if known) 
Month 
(01 -12) 
Day 
(01 -31) 
Year 
Dear Student: 
The information in this report is being collected as part of a continuing study of higher education by 
the American Council on Education. The Council, which is a non-governmental association of colleges 
and educational organizations, encourages and solicits your cooperation in this research in order to 
achieve a better understanding of how students are affected by their college -experiences. Detailed in-
formation on the goals and design of this research program are furnished in research reports available 
from the Council. Identifying information has been requested in order to make subsequent mail follow-
up studies possible . Your response will be held in the strictest professional confidence . 
®® 
<D<D Q)Q) 
®® 
@@ 
®® 
@@ 
<V<V 
®® 
G)@ 
Sincerely yours, L-~ c..): (.c .... __ 
DIRECTIONS: Your responses will be read by an 
optical mark reader. Your careful observance of 
these few simple rules will be most appreciated : 
Use only black lead pencil (No. 2Y2 or less). 
Make heavy black marks that fill the circle. 
Erase cleanly any answer you wish to change. 
Make no stray markings of any kind. 
Yes No 
EXAMPLE: Will mark s made with ball pen or 
founta in pen be properly read ? 0 
1. Your Sex: 
Male .. 0 
Female . . . 0 
2. Are you presently married? 
Yes .. 0 
No ... O 
• 
3. How old will you be 4. What was your average 
on December 31 of grade in secondary 
this year? (Mark one) school? (Mark one) 
16 or younger . . 0 A or A+ . 0 
17 ...... . .. .. 0 A- .... . 0 
18 .0 B+ . . ... 0 
19 . ... . ..... .0 B . .. ... 0 
20 .. 0 B-...... 0 
21 ....... . .. 0 C+ ..... 0 
22-25 ......... 0 C ...... O 
26 or older ... .. 0 D ...... o 
5. Where did you rank academically in your high 
school graduating class? (Mark one) 
Top Quarter 0 3rd Quarter 0 
2nd Quarter 0 4th Quarter 0 
6. Did you graduate from secondary school in the 
class of 1971? 
Yes .. .... . 0 No . .... . .. 0 
7. Are you a veteran? (Mark one) 
No . ..... .. .. .. . ...... . ... . . . ... ..•. .... 
Yes. I served in Southeast Asia . . . ... . .. . .•.. . 
Yes, but I did not serve in Southeast Asia . ..•... 
0 
0 
0 
~o~n Wilson, President 
8. Mark one: This is the first time I have enrolled in college as a freshman . .. . . . . . . . 0 
I have attended this college before ................ . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 0 
I came to this college from a junior college . ... 0 
I came to this college from a four-year college or university ... ... . .... 0 
9. The following questions deal with accomplishments that might possibly apply 
to your high school years. Do not be discouraged by this list; it covers many 
areas of interest and few students will be able to say "yes" to many items. 
(Mark all that apply) Yes 
Was elected president of one or more student organi zat ions (recognized 
by the school) . ..... . . .. . . . ... . . .. . . . . .. ......... . ... . ...... . ....... 0 
Received a high rating (Good, Excellent) in a state or regional music contest ... ..... . 0 
Participated in a state or regional speech or debate contest . .. . .... ... ... .. .. .. .. 0 
Had a major part in a play .. .. ... . .... .. . .. . .. .. . . . . . .•. .. . . .•..... .• ..... 0 
Won a varsity letter (sports) ...... . .........•......•.•.•....•.•......•.... . 0 
Won a prize or award in an art competition .. .. ...... . . .. ................ . . . . 0 
Edited the school paper. yearbook, or literary magazine .. ..... .. .. ... ... ... . . .. . 0 
Had poems, stories , essays, or articles pub I ished . .................. ... ........ 0 
Participated in a National Science Foundation summer program . .. ...... . .. . . . . 0 
Placed (first, second, or third) in a state or regional science contest .. . • .. ...... . ... 0 
Was a member of a scholastic honor society .... . . . . ..... . ... .. .... .. 0 
Won a Certificate of Merit or Letter of Commendation in the National Merit Program .. . 0 
10. What is the highest academic 
degree that you intend to 
obtain? (Mark one) 
None .. . . ........ . . ..... . . 0 
Associate (A .A. or equ ivalent) . . 0 
Bachelor's degree (B.A.,B.S.,etc.) 0 
Master's degree (M .A .,M .S. ,etc.) . 0 
Ph .D. or Ed.D . . .. .... . . . .. .. 0 
M.D.,D .O.,D .D .S., or D .V .M .... 0 
LL.B . or J.D. (Law) .... . . ... . 0 
B .D. (Divinity) ... . .......... 0 
Other . ....... ... . . .. . .. . 0 
11. How many miles is this college 
from your home? (Mark one) 
5 or less 0 51-100 . . . . .. 0 
6-10 . .. 0 101-500 ..... 0 
11 -50 .. 0 More than 500 0 
12. What is the highest level of formal educa-
tion obtained by your parents? (Mark one 
in each column) Father Mother 
Grammar school or less 0 ..... 0 
Some high school .. ... 0 ... .. 0 
High school graduate .. 0 .... . 0 
Some college ... .. ... 0 ..... 0 
College degree . ...... 0 ... .. 0 
Postgraduate degree . .. 0 ..... 0 
13. Do you have any concern about your 
ability to finance your college education? 
(Mark 
one) 
None (I am conf ident that I 
will have sufficient fund s) ..... 0 
Some concern (but I w ill 
p robabl y have enough funds) .. 0 
Major concern (not sure I w ill 
be able to complete college) ... 0 
14. For each item indicate if it ._8' ,_8' ._8' 
is a source for financing ci' ci' ,_,o::. 
your education. (Mark one ~ ~ ~ ~ ·~ 0 in each row) ~ ~ ~ 
Part -t ime or summer work . . . . . .. ... 000 
Savings from fu ll -time employment . .. 000 
Parental or fam il y aid or gift s .. 000 
Federal benef its from parent 's 
mil itary serv ice . . .. - .-.-. -. -......... 000 
G.l. benef its from your military service . 000 
Scholarships and g~ . .. . ......... 000 
NDEA loans, federa lly insured loans 
or college loans ..... . .. .. . ... .... 000 
Other repayable loans ... .. .... . . .. .. 0 0 0 
15. What is your best estimate of the total income 
last year of your parental family (not your own 
family if you are married)? Consider annual in-
come from all sources before taxes. (Mark one) 
Less than $4,000 .. 0 $15,000-$19,999 ... 0 
$4,000-$5,999 ... . 0 $20,000-$24,999 ... 0 
$6,000-$7 ,999 .... 0 $25,000-$29,999 .. . 0 
$8,000-$9 ,999 .. .. 0 $30 ,000-$34,999 ... 0 
$10,000-$12.499 . . 0 $35 ,000-$39 ,999 ... 0 
$12,500-$14,999 .. 0 $40,000 or more ... 0 
16. Are you : (Mark all that apply .) 
White/Caucasian .. .. . . . . . .. .. ..... . . .. .... 0 
Black/ Negro/ A fro -Ameri can .. .. ... .... 0 
American Ind ian . . . . . . . .. . ......... . .. . . 0 
Or iental . ....... . 
······· ········ .. o 
Mex ican-Ameri can /Chicano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
Puerto R ican-American 
Other ... . . . . .. ....... . 
17. Mark one in each 
column: 
Religion in 
Which You 
Were Reared 
Protestant .......... . o ... 
..... ..... o 
......... 0 
Your Present 
Religious 
Preference 
.. .. . o 
Roman Cathol ic ........ O ...... --... 0 
Jewi sh .. . . . .. . O .... .. · · · · -0 
Other ...... . ... . .... . O ... . . -0 
None ... .. . ... ....... O ..... ·· · · -0 
18. In deciding to go to college, how im-
portant to you was each of the 
following reasons? (Mark one answer 
for each reason) 
My parents wanted me to go 
To be able to contr ibute more to my 
commun ity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (2)@ ® 
To be abl e to get a better job ... .. . . . .. .. (2) ® ® 
To ga in a general educat ion and 
appreciation of ideas . ............... (2) ® ® 
To improve my read ing and study sk ills . ... (2) ® ® 
There was nothing better to do . . . . .... <2>®® 
To make me a more cultured person ...... (2) ® ® 
To be able to make more money ... . . .. .. <2>®® 
To learn more about th ings that interest me (2)@ ® 
To meet new and interesting people . .... . . (2)@@ 
To prepare myself for graduate or 
professional school ....... . . . ... .. ... (2) ® ® 
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19. Below is a general list of things that stu-
dents sometimes do. Indicate which of 
these things you did during the past year 
in school. If you engaged in an activity 
frequently, mark ® • If you engaged in 
an activity one or more times, but not 
frequently, mark@ (occasionally) . .:.. ,?-
Mark ® (not at all) if you have "g g ;; 
not performed the activity ~ "i 10 
during the past year. (Mark II.! J j 
one for each 1tem) 
Voted in a student election ... . .... ®@ ® 
Came late to class .. ..... . .. .. . .. ®@® 
Played a musical instrument . . . .... ®@ ® 
Studied in the library .. . . . ........ ®@® 
Checked out a book or journal 
from the school library . ... .. ... ®@ ® 
Arranged a date for another student . ®@ ® 
Ove rslept and missed a c lass or 
appointment . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . ... . ®@® 
Read about coll egiate rights and 
responsi bilit ies of students . . . ... . ®@ ® 
Typed a homework assignment . ... . ®@@ 
Discussed my future with my parents ®@@ 
Fai led to compl ete a homework 
assignment on t ime .. ........... ®@® 
Argued with a teacher in class .... . . ®@® 
Attended a religious service . . . ..... ®@® 
Demonstrated for a change in 
some rac ial or ethnic policy .. . ... . ®@ ® 
Demonstrated for a change in 
some military policy ............ ®@® 
Demonstrated for a change in 
some administrative policy of 
my high school ..... . .. . .. .. ... ®@® 
Did extra (unassigned) reading 
for a course ........ . .... .... . . ®@ ® 
Took sleeping p ills .. ....... .. .... ®@® 
Tutored another student .... .... .. ®@ ® 
Played chess ... . . . .. . ... .. . .... ®@ ® 
Read poetry not connected with 
a course ........ . . .. ... . . .. . . . ®@® 
Took a tranquili zing pill . . . ........ ®@ ® 
Discussed rei igion .. .. .. . .. . .... . ®@ ® 
Took vitamins ........ .... .... . . ®@® 
Visited an art gallery or museum . ... ®@® 
Worked in a school political campaign®@® 
Worked in a local, state , or nat ional 
pol iti ca l campaign ..... ... . . . . .. ®@® 
Missed school because of illness ..... ®@® 
Smoked cigarettes ......... ... ... ®@ ® 
Discussed politics . .. ..... ..... . . ®@® 
Drankbeer .. .. . . . . . .. ..•. . .... ®@® 
Discussed sports ............. .. . . ®@ ® 
Read about civil rights and liberties .. ®@ ® 
Asked a teacher for advice after class . ®@ ® 
Had vocational counseling . . .. .. .. ®@® 
Stayed up all night ......... . .. . . ®@® 
20. How would you 
characterize 
your political 
views? (Mark one) 
Far left .. ... ... . . 0 
Liberal ..... . ..... 0 
Middle-of-the-road . . 0 
Conservative .. ... . . 0 
Far right . . ... . . . . 0 
21. Mark only three responses,~ in 
each column. 
NOTE: If your father (or mother) is deceased 
please indicate his (her) last occupation. 
Accountant or actuary . . ..... G)®@ 
Actor or entertainer .. .. . . .... G)®@ 
Architect . . .. . . .. . .... . . . . G)®@ 
Art ist . .... . . .. . . .. .. • .... G)®@ 
Business (clerical) ...... . .... G)®@ 
Business executive 
(management , administrator) .G>®® 
Busi ness owner or proprietor . . . G> ® ® 
Business salesman or buyer .. . G>®® 
Clergyman (minister, priest) . .. G)®® 
Clergy (other rel igious) . . ... .. G)®@ 
Clinical psychologist . . ....... G)®@ 
College teacher ............. G)®@ 
Computer programmer .. . ... . G)®@ 
Conservation ist or forester . ... . G)®@ 
Dent ist (includ ing orthodontist) G)®@ 
Dietitian or home economist . . . G)®@ 
Engineer . . .. .. . . .. . . ... . .. G)®@ 
Farmer or rancher . . . . ... . . G)®@ 
Foreign service worker 
(including diplomat) ........ G)®® 
Housewife .. . . . .. . .. G)®@ 
Inter ior decorator 
(includ ing des igner) ... . .... G)®@ 
Interpreter (translator) . . ..... G)®@ 
Lab technician or hygienist ... . G>®® 
Law enforcement officer .... .. G)®® 
Lawyer (attorney) .. . .. .. .. . G)®@ 
Military service (career) ... . ... G)®® 
Musician (performer, composer) G)®@ 
Nurse ... .... .. . . . ........ G)®® 
Optometrist . . ..... • ... . . . . G)®® 
Pharmacist ....... . . . . . .. . . G)®® 
Physician .. . . . ......... .. . G)®® 
School counselor .. . ...•. . .. G)®® 
School principal or 
superintendent ......... . .. G)®® 
Scientific research-er ......... G)®® 
Soc ial worker . . ... . . .. .. .. . G)®® 
S . . . fY'®ta\ tat1st•c•an . .. ... .... . .... . \!.1 v 
Therapist (physical , 
occupational , speech) . .. . .. . G>®® 
Teacher (elementary) .. .. . . . . G>®® 
Teacher (secondary) .... ..... G)®® 
Veterinarian .... _ ...... ... . G>®® 
W . . . IY'®'M' nter or JOurnaliSt ... . .. . .. . \!.1 V 
Skilled trades ........ . ..... G)®® 
Other .................... G) 
Undecided .......... .. .. . . G) 
Laborer (unskil led) . . . . . . . . . . ®® 
Semi-skilled worker. .. ... . . . . ®® 
Other occupation . . . . . . . . . . . ®® 
Unemployed . . . . . . . . . . . . ® ® 
22. Rate yourself on each of the following traits as you 
really think you are when compared with the average 
student of your own age. We want the most accurate 
estimate of how you see yourself. (Mark one for each 
item) Above Below 
Average Average 
Highest 10 I I Lowest 10 
Percent Average Percent 
Trait I 1 1 
Academic ability ............ 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Athletic ability .......•..... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Artistic ability . . ..... . ..... 0 ... 0 .·. 0 ... 0. · -0 
Cheerfulness .... . .. .. •..... 0 ... 0 .. 0 .. -0 -· -0 
Defensiveness . ... . •. • ... . -0-. -0 .. 0 .. . 0 .. -0 
Drive to achieve ...........• 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0. · · 0 
Leadership ability ........... 0 .. . 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Mathematical ability . ......... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 .. . 0 
Mechanical ability .....• . .... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Originality .. .. . . ... . . . ... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Political conservatism ........ 0 ... 0 .. 0 .. . 0 ... 0 
Political liberalism . .. . . . . .. .. 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Popularity .. ........ ....... 0 ... 0 .. O . . . 0 .. -0 
Popular ity with the opposite sex.O ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Public speaking ability ....... . 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 .. -0 
Self-confidence (intellectual) ... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Self-confidence (social) •.. .. . 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Sensitivity to criticism ... . .. 0 .. . 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Stubbornness ............... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Understanding of others ... ... 0 ... 0 .. 0 ... 0 .. . 0 
Writ ing ability ..... .. . .. .. .. 0 ... 0 .. 0 .. . 0 . · · 0 
23. Mark one 
in each 
row: ~ Agree Strongly Agree somewhat Disagree somewhat Disagree strongly 
The Federal government is not doing 
.. 
., 
f 
.. 
! 
!, 
.. 
., ~ f ;;; 
I t 
! : ~ ~ ·~ ·~ 
enough to control environmental « « 0 0 
pollution ........ . ... .. . ... ... . 0 . .. 0 .. . 0 ... 0 
The Federal government is not do-
ing enough to protect the consumer 
from tau lty goods and serv ices .... . 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
The Federal government is not 
doing enough to promote 
school desegregation . .. .......... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
There is too much concern in the 
courts for the rights of criminals .. . . 0 ... 0 .. . 0 ... 0 
The death penalty should be abolished . 0 ... 0 .. . 0 ... 0 
The activities of marr ied women are 
best confined to the home and family 0 ... 0 ... 0 . .. 0 
The "generation gap" between me and 
my parents is so great that we can 
barely communicate ......... . .. . . 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Marijuana should be legalized . ..... 0 ... 0 . . . 0 ... 0 
Parents should be discouraged from 
having large families .. . .... . . .. . . . 0 ... 0 ... O .. · 0 
Women should receive the same salary 
and opportunities for advancement 
as men in comparable positions .. .. . 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Everybody should be given an opportun-
ity to go to college regardless of past 
performance or aptitude test scores .. 0 .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Realistically , an individual person can 
do little to bring about changes in 
oursociety ............. · · .. · · . 0 · .0 .. . 0. · -0 
24 
-49-
Mark one ~ Agree strongly in each Agree somewhat row: Disagree somewhat Disagree strongly 
College officials have the right to regulate student be-
.. 
., 
f 
.. 
! 
.. 
.. 
-!' 
~ 
·!!:! 0 
havior off campus ...... . .... .. . . . . .. . . .... . .. ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
The chief benefit of a college education is that it 
increases one's earning power . . . . . . . . .......... . 0 ... 0 ... 0 .. . 0 
Faculty promotions should be based in part on 
student evaluations .. . ...... . ... ... .... ....... ... O . .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
College grades should be abolish ed ... . ... . ... . ...... . Q ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Colleges would be improved if organized sports 
were de-emphasized ... ... .. .. ........... . ... . .... 0 ... 0 ... 0 .. . 0 
Student publications should be cleared by college officials . 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
College officials have the right to ban persons w i th 
extreme views from speaking on campus ......... .. ... O.. 0 .. . 0 ... 0 
Students from di sadvantaged social backgrounds should 
be given preferential treatment in college admissions .... . O ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Most college officials have been too lax in dealing 
with student protests on campus . . . . .. .. .. ... .. .•... 0- .. 0 .. . 0 ... 0 
Open admissions (admitting anyone who applies) 
should be adopted by all pub\ icly -supported colleges .... 0 .. 0 ... 0- .. 0 
Even if it employs open admissions, a college should 
use the same performance standards in awarding 
degrees to all students ... .. .. . . .. . ... . ... ... ... •.. 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
""' 
25. What is your best guess as to the chances that 
you will: (Mark one for each item) 
,f , 
:<:" ~ .,~:-
.. (j s cJ 
t- ~ t- 0 
.:."' ~ .:."' ~ 
Get married while in college? .. . .. .. ... . . . . ... . . . . . . 0 . .. 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Get married within a year after college? ..... . . ........ 0 .. . 0 ... 0 .. . 0 
Vote in the 1972 presidential election? . . .. . .. ... . ... . 0 ... 0 .. . 0 .. . 0 
Enlist in the armed services before graduating? .. .. . .. . . 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Change major field? .......... . ..... . ...... . ....... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Change career choice? .... . . .. •.•.•.... . ....... .. .. 0 ... 0 .. . O ... 0 
Fail one or more courses? ... . .... .. .... ... ....... . . 0 .. . 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Graduate with honors? .......... .. ......... . . ..... 0 ... 0 ... O. . 0 
Be elected to a student office? . . .................... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Join a social fraternity, sorority , or club? . ... • . •....... 0 .. . 0 ... O ... 0 
Be elected to an academic honor society? ... ... . . . .. . . . 0 .. . 0 ... O ... 0 
Make at least a " B" average? .... . . .. .. . ...... . .. . ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Need extra time to complete your degree requirements7 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 -.. 0 
Have to work at an outside job? ....... . ... . ...... ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Seek vocational counseling? .............. . ...... . .. 0 ... 0 ... O ... 0 
Seek individual counseling on personal problems7. . .. ... 0 ... 0 ... O . . . 0 
Enroll in honors courses? ... .... o ... o ... o .. o 
Get tutoring help in specific courses? . . . .... •.... . . . . . 0 ... 0 ... O ... 0 
Author or co-author a publi shed article? ............... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Be more successful after graduation than most students 
attending this college? ... . . . .. . . . ..... . ...... . .... 0 .. . 0 ... O ... 0 
Drop out of th is college temporarily (exclude transferr ing)? 0 ... 0 ... 0- .. 0 
Drop out permanently (e xclude transferring)? .......... 0 ... 0 ... 0 ... 0 
Transfer to another college before graduating? . . .. . ... .. 0 ... 0 ... 0. . 0 
Be satisfied with your college? ........... .. ...•.... . 0 .. . 0 ... 0 ... 0 
26. Do you feel that you will need any special tutorin_g or remedial work in any 
of the following subjects? (Mark all that apply) 
English ... 0 Mathematics .. 0 Science ... 0 
Reading . .. 0 Social stud ies .0 Fore ign language . 0 
27. Below is a list of 68 different undergraduate major fields 
grouped into general categories. Mark only three of the 68 
f ields as follows : 
(D First choice (your probable major field of study). 
® Second cho ice . 
{1;) The field of study which is least appealing to you . 
ARTS AND HUMANITIES 
Architecture ... . . .. (i) Q) <!) 
Engl ish (l i terature) . . . (i) Q)(j) 
Fine arts . ....... . (i)Q)(j) 
History .. . ........ (i) Q) <!) 
Journalism (writing) . (i) Q) (j) 
Language (modern) . . (i) Q) (j) 
Language (other) ... . (i) Q) (j) 
Music ..... .. ..... (i) Q) (j) 
Ph i losophy ..... ... (i)@(j) 
Speech and drama ... (i) Q) (j) 
Theology .. .. .... .. (i) Q) (j) 
Other . . .. . ... .. ... (DQ)<!) 
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 
Biology (general) .... (i) Q) <!) 
Biochemistry . . .. ... (i) Q) <!) 
Biophysics . ... . ... (i) Q) © 
Botany . .. . ....... (i) Q) <!) 
Zoology ........... (i) Q) (j) 
Other ............ (i)Q)<!) 
BUSINESS 
Accounting ....... . (i)Q)<!) 
Business admin. . ... (i) Q) <!) 
Electronic data 
processing . . . .. .. . (i) Q) <!) 
Secretarial studies ... (i) Q) © 
Other ... . .... .. ... (i) Q) © 
ENGINEERING 
Aeronautical . . ..... (i) Q) © 
Civil ....... .. . . .. <D®© 
Chemical ......... (i) Q) © 
Electrical .... ... ... (i) Q) <!) 
Industrial .. ... . . .. (i) Q) © 
Mechan ical .. . . .. .. (i) ® © 
Other . . . . . ....... (i) Q) © 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
Chemistry ......... (i) Q) <!) 
Earth science ....... (i) Q) © 
Mathematics ....... (i) ® (j) 
Physics ...... . ... . (i) ® © 
Stat istics ..... . .... (i) ® © 
Other ........... _(i)Q)<h) 
PROFESSIONAL 
Health Technology 
(medical, dental, 
laboratory) . . .. ... . (i) Q) © 
Nursing . .. .... . .... (i) ® <!) 
Pharmacy .. . .. . •.. . . (i) Q) <!) 
Predenti stry ... ... .. (i) Q) (j) 
Prelaw ............ . (i)Q)(j) 
Premedical . ....... . (i)Q)<!) 
Preveterinary .... . . . . (i) Q) (j) 
Therapy (occupat ., 
physical, speech) .. . . (i) Q) <!) 
Other .. .. ......... . (i) Q) {1;) 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
Anthropology .. • .... (i) Q) (j) 
Economics ....... ... (i) Q) <!) 
Education ... .. • .. . . (i)Q)<!) 
History ....... .. . .. (i)Q)<h) 
Political Science 
(government, 
int. relations) . . ... . (i) Q) (j) 
Psychology ...... .. . (i)Q)<!) 
Social work .... .. ... (i) Q) <!) 
Social ogy .. .. . . . .. . (i) Q) <!) 
Other ....... . . .... (i) Q) <!) 
OTHER FIELDS 
Agriculture ......... (i)Q)<!) 
Communicat ions 
(radio, T .V ., etc.) .. . (i)Q)<!) 
Computer Science ... (i) Q) <!) 
Environmental Science (i) Q) <!) 
Electronics 
(technology) .. .. . . . (i)Q)<!) 
Forestry . . ... .. .... <D ® © 
Home economics .. .. (i) ® {1;) 
Industrial arts . . .. .. . <D ® {1;) 
Library science .. .... <D®© 
Military science ... .. <D®© 
Physical education 
and recreation . . ... . <D ® © 
Other (technical) . (DQ)(9 
Other 
(nontechnical) .. . ... <D®© 
Undecided ... . ..... . (i)Q)(9 
Please be sure that only three circles 
have been marked in the above list . 
-so-
... 28. Indicate the importance to you personally of each 
.f 
of the following: (Mark one for each item) 
... a-
.fll o- :: ;: 
.,., Q ~ 0 ~s-p~Q 
(: ' ~ '"' !fS'~ 
Becoming accomplished in one of the performing arts ((; ~ r-,0 ~ 
(acting, dancing, etc.) . . ..... .. .. ... . . .. . .......... ®@) ®@ 
Becoming an authority in my field . .. . .... . .. ... .. ... . @@)@@ 
Obtain i ng recognition from my colleagues for con· 
tributions in my special field . . . .... . .. . . . .. ... .. ... . ®@) ®@ 
Influencing the pol itical structure .. . . . . . ... . .......... @@)@@ 
Influencing social values ...... .. ....•. • . •. .. . . ... ... @@)@@ 
Raising a family .. . ............•. .. . . . . .. . ........ @@)@@ 
Having an active social life .. . . .... ............. . ... . ®@) ®@ 
Having friends with different backgrounds and 
interests from mine .. . . .... .... .... ......... . .. . .. ®@®@ 
Becoming an expert in finance and commerce ...... . ... . ®@) ®@ 
Having administrative responsibility for the work of others . ®@) ®@ 
Being very well-off financially .. . . . .... . . . .... . ... . ... @@)@@ 
Helping others who are in difficulty ... . ..... .. . . . . . . .. ®@®@ 
Participating in an organization like the Peace Corps or Vista ®@) ®@ 
Becoming a community leader ... .. . .. . ...... . . . ... .. ®@) ®@ 
Making a theoretical contribution to science .......... . .. ®@) ®@ 
Writing original works (poems, novels, short stories,etc.) ... . ®@) ®@ 
Never being obligated to people ..... . .......... . ... . . @@)@@ 
Creating artist ic work (painting, sculpture, decorating,etc.) . . ®@) ®@ 
Keeping up to date with political affa irs .... ..... . ...... ®@) ®@ 
Being successful in a business of my own ...... ... ... .. ®@) ®@ 
Becoming involved in programs to clean up the environment . ®@) ®@ 
Developing a meaningful philosophy of life . . ........ . .. ®@®@ 
Participating in a community action program ... .• ...... ®@) ®@ 
Getting married within the next five years .. .. .. .... •... ®@) ®@ 
... 
29. Below are some of the reasons that might 
,f (:' 
... 0 
have influenced your decision to attend 
this particular college. How important was 
.:f .ll 
a- .... ~ 
Q ~ 0 
.§ ~! 
each reason in deciding to come here? f'- l ;.' 
(Mark one answer for each statement.) .:::."' r-,0 .;;f 
My relat ives wanted me to come here . .. . ... ...•.•.•... @) ®@ 
This college has a very good reputation ..... . .. . .... .. .. @) ®@ 
Most of my friends are going to this college ... .. ... . ..... @)@@ 
Because of low tuition . . . . .. .. ............. ... ..... @) ®@ 
Someone who had been here before advised me to go . . . . . @) ®@ 
Because of the special educational programs offered ..... .. @) ®@ 
I was not accepted anywhere else .. . . .. ............... @) ®@ 
My guidance counselor advised me to go . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. @) ®@ 
I wanted to live at home .. . .. .......... . ..... . ...... @) ®@ 
DIRECTIONS: 
The r.emaining circles are pro-
vided for items specifically de-
signed by your college, rather 
than by the American Council 
on Education. If your college 
has chosen to use the circles, 
observe carefully the supple-
mental directions given you. 
30. ®®©@® 
31. ®®©@® 
32. ®®©@® 
33. ®®©@® 
34. ®®©@® 
35. ®®©@® 
36. ®®©@® 
37. ®®©@® 
38. ®®©@® 
39. ®®©@® 
Prepared by Office of Research , American Council on Education, One Dupont Circle N.W. , Washington, D.C. 20036. Processed by lntran Corporation, 4555 W. 77th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 55435 
Appendix ~ 
Coding Scheme for Collapsed Items 
Probable Major Field of Study 
Probable Occupation 
Father's Occupation 
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Probable Major Field of Study 
Collapsed Category 
Agriculture 
Biological Sciences 
Business 
Education 
Engineering 
English 
Health Professions 
History and Political Science 
Humanities (Other) 
Fine Arts 
Mathematics and Statistics 
Physical Sciences 
Preprofessional 
Social Sciences 
Other Fields (Technical) 
Other Fields (Nontechnical) 
Undecided 
Item Response Alternatives 
Agriculture; Forestry 
Biology (general); Biochemistry; 
Biophysics; Botany; Zoology; Other 
Biological Sciences 
Accounting; Business Administration; 
Data Processing; Secretarial Studies; 
Other Business 
Education; Physical Education and 
Recreation 
Aeronautical; Civil; Chemical; 
Electrical; Industrial; Mechanical; 
Other Engineering 
English (literature) 
Health Technology; Nursing; Pharmacy; 
Therapy 
History (Arts and Humanities); His-
tory (Social Science); Political 
Science 
Language (modern) ; Language (other) ; 
Philosophy; Theology; Other Arts 
and Humanities 
Architecture; Fine Arts; Journalism; 
Music; Speech and Drama 
Mathematics; Statistics 
Chemistry; Earth Science; Physics; 
Other Physical Science 
Predentistry; Prelaw; Premedical; 
Preveterinary 
Anthropology; Economics; Psychology; 
Social Work; Sociology; Other Social 
Science 
Other Professional; Communications; 
Computer Science; Environmental 
Science; Electronics; Industrial Arts; 
Other Technical 
Home Economics; Library Science; 
Military Science; Other Nontechnical 
Undecided 
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Probable Occupation 
Collapsed Category 
Artist (including Performer) 
Businessman 
Clergyman 
College Teacher 
Doctor (M.D. or D.D.S.) 
Educator (secondary) 
Elementary Teacher 
Engineer 
Farmer or Forester 
Health Professional 
Lawyer 
Nurse 
Research Scientist 
Other Choice 
Undecided 
Item Response Alternatives 
Actor or Entertainer; Artist; In-
terior Decorator; Musician; Writer 
or Journalist 
Accountant or Actuary; Business Ex-
ecutive; Business Owner or Proprie-
tor; Business Salesman or Buyer 
Clergyman; Clergy (other religious) 
College Teacher 
Dentist (including orthodontist); 
Physician 
School Counselor; School Principal 
or Superintendent; Teacher (secon-
dary) 
Teacher (elementary) 
Engineer 
Conservationist or Forester; Farmer 
or Rancher 
Dietician or Home Economist; Lab 
Technician or Hygienist; Optometrist; 
Pharmacist; Therapist; Veterinarian 
Lawyer (attorney) 
Nurse 
Scientific Researcher 
Architect; Business (clerical); 
Clinical Psychologist; Computer 
Programmer; Foreign Service Worker; 
Housewife; Interpreter; Law Enforce-
ment Officer; Military Service; 
Social Worker; Statistician; Skilled 
Trades; Other 
Undecided 
. 
\ 
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Father's Occupation 
Collapsed Category 
Artist (including Performer) 
Businessman 
Clergyman 
College Teacher 
Doctor (M.D. or D.D.S.) 
Educator (secondary) 
Elementary Teacher 
Engineer 
Farmer or Forester 
Health Professional 
Lawyer 
Military Career 
Research Scientist 
Skilled Worker 
Semi-skilled Worker 
Unskilled Worker 
Unemployed 
Other 
Item Response Alternatives 
Actor or Entertainer; Artist; Inter-
ior Decorator; Musician; Writer or 
Journalist 
Accountant or Actuary; Business Ex-
ecutive; Business Owner or Proprie-
tor; Business Salesman or Buyer 
Clergyman; Clergy (other religious) 
College Teacher 
Dentist (including orthodontist); 
Physician 
School Counselor; School Principal 
or Superintendent; Teacher (secondary) 
Teacher (elementary) 
Engineer 
Conservationist or Forester; Farmer 
or Rancher 
Dietician or Home Economist; Lab 
Technician or Hygienist; Optometrist; 
Pharmacist; Therapist; Veterinarian 
Lawyer (attorney) 
Military Service (career) 
Scientific Researcher 
Skilled Trades 
Semi-skilled Worker 
Laborer (unskilled) 
Unemployed 
Architect; Business (clerical); 
Clinical Psychologist; Computer Pro-
grammer; Foreign Service Worker; 
Housewife; Interpreter; Law En-
forcement Officer; Nurse; Social 
Worker; Statistician; Other Occu-
pation 
